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We've recently studied the Need for Authority and the ways it is established in God's Word: Direct Command or statement - Mat 28:19, Joh 15:17; Approved Example - Act 20:7, Phs 3:17; 4:9, A Necessary Inference - Num 15:32, Mat 22:32 This is a continuation of the study of Hermeneutics, which is the science and practice of interpreting. Neh 8:5-8 … So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused {them} to understand the reading. Vs 8.

We learned that the silence of God restricts rather than permits someone to do something. We dare not ask “what's wrong” with something that God has not authorized. Heb 7:14 God specified a particular family to serve at the altar.

Two extreme attitudes toward God may be illustrated in an example of a servant's attitude and a son's attitude toward an owner of his company. God is like the owner who makes his hired servants work hard and obey all the rules for which he pays them a small amount, but gives his own children a fat paycheck even if they don't show up for work. That's because of his love for his own children. When brethren read Gal 4:7 “therefore you are no longer a slave but a son...” they feel they have arrived at this privilege with God. Brethren, this is not what Paul said about God. He feared for these Galatians, that they had fallen from grace 5:4 and were hindered from obeying the truth 5:7. Yes, we are sons, but Jesus said: “if you love me keep my commandments” Joh 14:15 Are we like the spoiled children who “...despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? Rom 2:4

Brethren, it is a terrible mistake to presume upon God's goodness and grace to the exclusion of his severity. Rom 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in {his} goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.	Joh 15:10	To continue in His goodness, we must abide in His Word. We must maintain a relationship with Christ, just like He does with the Father. 	Joh 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 

Some have taken the consequent position that as long as we love God and our brethren, what we believe and practice is not so important. Leroy Garrett, Cecil Hook, Edward Fudge, Tom Couchman, Rubel Shelly, Max Lucado and many others of our own day believe and teach this. It is the same attitude that produced the saying “preach the man, not the plan”. It is a new hermeneutic. It makes a distinction between what's important - their definition of the gospel (death burial ressurection) and doctrine (everything else). Quoting the royal law in Jam 2:8 Loving our brethren is more important than this doctrinal, authority stuff. God doesn't care if we worship on a certain day, or in a certain way. The Bible is a love story, not a book of rules. The Jews made the opposite mistake that as long as they obeyed the law concerning the tithing of mint and rue and all manner of herbs, they ignored righteous judgment and the love of God. They should have done both, but were guilty of making distinctions without authority, same as today. Paul said their zeal was w/o knowledge. 

The other extreme is when brethren limit the truth to just a few “essentials” and ignore everything else, concentrating on submission and warm feelings we have for each other. Satan has his way in every false doctrine. Who has the authority to limit what shall be agreed upon? Who has the right to be wrong on the Truth? Shall we preach the man and not the plan? The current “unity in diversity” movement is a result of a new hermeneutic. To say that some truth is higher than other truth is to become a judge of the law and not a doer. Jam 4:11 God made no such distinctions.

Some have asserted that anything the individual can do, the church can also do since it is made up of individuals. They ignore the Biblical distinctions between the individual and the ekklasia (church) 1Co 11 (homes to eat in) and 14(women keep silent in asy). If I can build a soap factory and invest every dime I own in it since “cleanliness is next to godliness”, they believe the church should be able to do it also. All authority for activity the church is involved in is peculiar to being a Christian. Even helping the needy (benevolence) is to saints only. It is a spiritual organization, not secular. We have authority for specified spiritual activities and their expedients.

But at this point, someone may say, "then we can't even get a drink of water unless God said so!" How do we determine what God wants us to do and how does God expect us to agree on what this is? 1Co 1:10 

Specific and generic authority with associated expedients are not well understood in the church as evidenced by many statements among members of the Lord's church.  For instance, how can the church building be authorized while the musical instrument is not?

"To me this brings to light a contradiction. If one proposed expedient can be ruled not lawful because of silence of the scriptures (eg. musical instruments), why not every expedient (eg. owning a building)? There has been an apparent arbitrariness in deciding which expedients are allowable and which are prohibited by silence." Alan Rouse at Christian Unity blog - church of Christ

Some think that God doesn't much care what we do and treat the Bible as just a book of suggestions from a lenient father. But he would be wrong. God tells us that His way is restrictive (Matthew 7:13-14 ASV) (13) Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby. (14) For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it. 

God's Book is doctrinal (a body of teaching - Latin: doctrina) and is restrictive ROM 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn away from them. (ASV)

2JO 1:9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. Rev 22:18, 19. God has specified things by direct command, approved example and necessary inference, but these may also include generic authority or expedients in order to carry out what God has specified. This is what we want to study next.

1. Specific authority: Restrictive - A family, kind, class or category is given. When God is specific regarding what to use or how to do something, to that same extent we are restricted to only that. Only one kind of wood; Gopher wood is specified in Gen 6:14. Only the family of Levite was chosen as priests. Only method to save is preach the gospel.

2. Generic authority: An expedient way to accomplish the specific.  This will include any kind or method required, but not specified. 
Example: Pay top dollar for cured gopher wood, haul it on a wagon and cut it by hand is expedient and authorized generically. Each one of these activities is a category has expedients that may be chosen to best accomplish the specific. Price paid, type of gopher wood, method to transport and prepare for use.

Examples:

A. Wood out of which Ark was to have been constructed. (GEN 6:14) "Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. (NKJ) Family is Gopher wood. Expedients - age of the wood, size of the wood, location of the wood, price paid for the wood - all authorized generically. An improvement would be to use some Oak to strengthen the gopher wood. Would this be expedient? How many rooms? Where does the pitch go?

B. Kind of music to praise God (EPH 5:19) speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, (NKJ) Class of music is vocal, not mechanical or electronic, humming, whistling while dancing. Expedients - pitch of the song, tempo, harmony, pitch pipe, song book all authorized by generic authority. 

C. Type of organization to glorify God. Eph 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly {places} might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,  God gave us specific kind of organization to accomplish His work.  Expedient - size of congregation, location, meeting place, time on Lord's day, etc. all expedients are authorized generically. An addition would be a human organization doing the work of the Church and attempting to make known the manifold wisdom of God.

D. GO is specified (MAT 28:19) "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (NKJ) For a thing to be genericly authorized, it must first be lawfully required under a specific. Expedients of walking, driving, riding have generic authority as ways to accomplish that which is specified. There is no such thing as an expedient of something that is not first authorized specifically. Some claim that building a recreation facility will help spread the gospel. 

B. TEACH is specified. (2TI 2:2) And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. We have generic authority for: Grouping method - a class, all together, etc. Some claim that a church sponsered secular event is justified by this as long a teaching is done. But the event is another class of thing - another purpose (entertainment – bait/switch) that is secular, so it can't be an expedient of Teaching, but is an addition to what is authorized. The gospel can be preached anywhere by individuals and even at secular events, but we have specific authority for how the Lord's money is to be used to accomplish this work. 

D. Assemble is specified Heb 10:25, the frequency or time when is a day specified by approved example Act 20:7. We necessarily infer that each 1st day of the week is specified. (see Num 15:32 sticks) We have generic authority to use expedients such as a time and a place. The place is authorized by generic authority since the specified meeting requires it. It may be rented purchased or borrowed. It may include such things as are necessary and lawful for meeting places, such as sanitary facilities, safety devices, seats for comfort, sound systems for hearing the speakers, a table for the Lord's supper, rooms for classes to teach, materials for teaching, etc. 

All elements of our service to God must be either specified directly by a command, approved example, or necessary inference or else be required or permitted generically under it.

How can we all agree on these principles? Is this just one man's ideas or are they scriptural? God expects us to reason these things out.

Isa 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

2Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

1Pe 4:11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; …





