Slackness and Idle time for thoughts and actions			10/21/06	Ken Kalies

The concept of a balance is an old one. There is a standard to which we will be compared and how we spend our time in this life is what will be weighed against God's standard. If we have not done the will of God, we have nothing to place in the balance, or if we have done very little, we again are found wanting, as Daniel said to Belshaz'zar in Dan 5:27 TEKEL, you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting;

We are expected to work according to our abilities. Mat 25:14,15 "For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property;  to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.

God's people were condemned for not doing the best they could do. Jos 18:3 And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, How long {are} ye slack to go to possess the land, which the Lord God of your fathers hath given you?

Sometimes, a person buries his talent and does nothing at all for the Lord. Vs 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money.	The least little thing that they could do for the Lord is not done. Why? Because no one asked them to do anything! Does the Lord expect you to wait for an invitation before you go to work? Do you think that He has not left any instructions for His people while He is gone?  Is all the hard work done? Do we just take it easy until the Lord returns? 
Heb 4:1-9

1.Hospitality to those faithful to the Lord. Mat 10:42, 1Pe 4:9
2.Care for needy among the saints. 1To 5:10
3.Prayers for the saints. Jam 5:16
4.Admonish the saints. Rom 15:14, Heb 10:24
5.Serving the of saints out of love. Rom 13:8, Gal 5:13, 6:2, 1Th 4:9
6.Salute the saints. Rom 16:16
7.Forbearing (putting up with) the saints. Eph 4:2
8.Forgiving one another. Eph 4:32, Col 3:13
9.Submitting to the saints. Eph 5:21, Phi 2:3, 1Pe 5:5
10.Speak true to saints. Col 3:9, 
11.Comforting the saints. 1Th 4:18, 5:11
12.Love one another 1JO, 2JO	also enemies Mat 5:46

We each have 24 hours in the day. What do we do with our time? Such things as working, eating, sleeping and entertainment can exclude time for learning the counsel of God.  PRO 19:21  {There are} many devices in a man's heart;  nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.
                                                                         
When a person claims to have no time for God, he may be spending too much time at taking care of things that don't matter. ECC 9:10  Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do {it} with thy might; for {there is} no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.	What will all those hours spent profit in the day of judgement?
                                                                         
Sometimes, our conversations do not show any diligence, but serve only the pursuits of the man of the flesh. These idle, barren, unfruitful words that were spoken will be brought forward to the day of judgement so that you must give an account. MAT 12:36  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
                                                                       
Those that serve themselves can learn habits of idleness (uselessness, worthlessness and vanity) that are condemn. 1TI 5:13  And withal they learn {to be} idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.

This world can be an anxiety causing distraction. 1Co 7:31, 32 And they that use this world, as not abusing {it}: for the fashion of this world passeth away. I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord;

Pro 23:7 describes the man that is what he thinks. What we think describes us all. In the absence of interesting stimuli, we think our own thoughts, be they daydreams or meditations. If we must, we can think our own thoughts in the midst of interesting stimuli, but most don't. Those that are entertained only by the thoughts of others become like the others.

Joshua, in order to be successful and prosper, was told to keep the commandments of Moses, like everyone else was to do. Jos 1:7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it {to} the right hand or {to} the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

If a person wants to be very successful, then he must think of spiritual things, to become spiritually minded. Jos 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

The cure for idle hands is an active mind that meditates on God's Word. If you are having any problem; if you have any lack of spiritual discernment; if you have a lack of love and affection for God; the cure is the same: 

