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When we sin against one another, we demonstrate a hatred for God and others. Our relationship with God can never be secure as long as we mistreat one another. Our relationships with others can cause us to stumble. 1Jo 2:10

The commands we live by are designed to make us love one another and God. 1Ti 1:5 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, {from} a good conscience, and {from} sincere faith,

Love from a pure heart, having crucified the flesh; love from a good conscience trained by the Word; love from sincere faith, unmixed with error. Worldly love and spiritual love for our brethren are not the same.

In our efforts to love our brethren, we will make mistakes and others will too. We must be willing to correct these and accept correction. If we say we love God, there is nothing else so important as loving our brethren. 1JO 4:20 We must be diligent in this matter, not slack.  (Hebrews 12:14-15 KJV) (14) Follow peace with all {men}, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: (15) Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble {you}, and thereby many be defiled;

The loving rebuke accordingt to the commandment, between brethren who understand God's ways, leads to love. LEV 19:17 `You shall not hate your brother in your  heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. (NKJ)

Better than hidden love: (Proverbs 27:5-6 KJV) (5) Open rebuke {is} better than secret love. (6) Faithful {are} the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy {are} deceitful.

Better than the song of fools: {It is} better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools. (KJV) Ecc 7:5

When a relationship is broken, the words of Christ, spoken by the wise person, can fix it. ECC 12:11 The words of the wise {are} as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, {which} are given from one shepherd. (KJV)

     1. It is the Lord's discipline

Save a soul: JAM 5:20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. (KJV)

The Corinthians reprented. (2Co 7:8-10 KJV) (8) For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though {it were} but for a season. (9) Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that y1e might receive damage by us in nothing. (10) For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

When sinned against: LUK 17:3 "Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. (NKJ)

	2. Timing

As if time were short: 2TI 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. (KJV) BUT some will say that we should wait for a more opportune time, like when people have forgotten it or there is no more emotions associated with the mention of the deed. The problem is that we don't know if waiting will save them from sin 1Co 7:16, or even if they will survive or time will last until then. Gal 2:11 Paul reprooved Peter

Not before consideration is given: PRO 29:20 Seest thou a man {that is} hasty in his words? {there is} more hope of a fool than of him. (KJV)  Pro 15:28 The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things.

Like Nathan. Words can be used to provoke rebellion or repentance, show hatred or love. Nathan's rebuke was good for David. David also had a heart to receive it.  PRO 16:24 Pleasant words {are as} an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. (KJV) If David had acted like Pharaoh, would it be Nathan's fault?

     3. How is reproof to be given?

With authority of God's Word: TIT 2:15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. (NKJ)

Sharply to the gainsayers, unruly, vain talkers, and deceivers: TIT 1:9-13 

Soft answers to those inclined to be wrathful: Pro 15:1 A soft answer turneth away wrath, but grevious words stir up anger.

With longsuffering 2TI 4:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season {and} out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. (NKJ) or doctrine, KJV

With respect to their age and gender: (1Timothy 5:1-2 NKJ) (1) Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort {him} as a father, {the} younger men as brothers, (2) {the} older women as mothers, {the} younger as sisters, with all purity.

     4. How is reproof to be received?

With longsuffering, even if wrongfully accused: JER 15:15 O Lord, You know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. Do not take me away in Your longsuffering. Know that for Your sake I have suffered rebuke. (NKJ)

With patience: 1PE 2:20 For what credit {is it} if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer {for it}, if you take it patiently, this {is} commendable before God. (NKJ)

As from the Lord, REV 3:19 "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. (NKJ)

     5. Who will do it?

Those that are spiritual (led by the Spirit): GAL 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who {are} spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. (NKJ)

     6. Where will it be done?

In public when sin is public in nature: 1TI 5:20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear. (NKJ)

Just between brethren when sin is private: MAT 18:15 "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. (NKJ)

     7. Who is to be reproved?

Those that practice works of darkness: EPH 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove {them}. (KJV)

The open sinner. 1TI 5:20 Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. (KJV)

The unruly: 1TH 5:14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all {men}. (KJV)

Too late for the scoffer: PRO 9:8 Do not reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you; rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. (NKJ) 

They will not listen. PRO 13:1 A wise son {heeds} his father's instruction, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. (NKJ)

They will hate you for it. Pro 15:12 A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto
the wise.

     8. What if we are the recipient of unjust reproof?

It deserves rebuke:(Matthew 16:22-23 KJV) (22) Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. (23) But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.



Rebuking doesn't have to end fellowship between brethren. It depends on how much of God's wisdom is used in giving and receiving it.


Giver of rebuke	Receiver		reaction
is right			wrong			repents
is right			wrong			rebel – go to the elders
is wrong & repents	is right & rebukes	forgives
is wrong not repents	is right & rebukes	go to the elders


